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ASPECTS OF THE TEACHING/LEARNING OF STRUCTURES 



Form 

Meaning 

Listening 

Perception and recognition of 
the spoken rorm of the 
structure 

Comprehension of what the 
spoken structure means in 
context 

Speaking 

Production of well-formed 
examples in speech 

Use of the structure to 
convey meanings in speech 

Reading 

Perception and recognition of 
the written form 

Comprehension of what the 
written structure means in 
context 

Writing 

Production of well-formed 
examples in writing 

Use of the structure to 
convey meanings in writing 
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Module 1. Language and background to language learning and teaching. Part 1 - Describing Language and Language skills. Concepts and 
terminology for describing language skills and subskills. 

Unit 7 - Listening and subskills 

The key concepts of listening, (e.g.- Layout, organization, accuracy, fluency, authenticity. 

The term listening is used in language teaching to refer to a complex process that allows us to understand spoken language. Listening, the most widely used 
language skill, is often used in conjunction with the other skills of speaking, reading and writing. Listening is not only a skill area in language performance, but 
is also a critical means of acquiring a second language (L2). Listening is the channel in which we process language in real time - employing pacing, units of 
encoding and pausing that are unique to spoken language. As a goal-oriented activity, listening involves 'bottom-up' processing (in which listeners attend to 
data in the incoming speech signals) and 'top-down' processing (in which listeners utilice prior knowledge and expectations to create meaning). Both bottom- 
up and top-down processing are assumed to take place at various levels of cognitive organisation: phonological, grammatical, lexical and propositional. This 
complex process is often described as a 'parallel processing model' of language understanding: representations at these various levels create activation at 
other levels. The entire network of interactions serves to produce a 'best match' that fits all of the levels. 

Among the sub-skills of listening are: 

— ability to check a specific piece of pre-knowledge against what is said. 

— ability to understand the speaker's intention (why did/(s)he say something?) 

— ability to understand the speaker's attitude (how (s) he felt) 


The study of the Unit is made under the basis of a sub-skills approach: dividing the skill into a set of component parts and studying them individually. 
Listening 

When listening, one has to be able to: 

• recognise sounds, words and phrases 

• get the general idea, remember salient points and predict what's coming next 

• understand the discourse type or genre you're listening to • get used to listening to different types of people for differing lengths of time 

• screen out what you're not interested in and focus on what you are interested in 

• deal with accents and dialects 

• interpret a message against a background of expectations and respond accordingly 
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Subskills 


Subskills of Listening 

Definition 

Example/s 

Listening for Specific Info 

To hurry over most of it until to find the info is interested in. 


Listening for gist 

Listening in order to understand the general meaning of a text without 
paying attention to specific details. Listening quickly through audio to 
get a general idea of what it is about. — ability to follow the general 
trend of what is said, also listening for global understanding listening 
in order to understand the general meaning of a text without paying 
attention to specific details. 


Listening for detail 

— ability to understand specific details, listening in order to 
understand the specific information contained in a text.Teaching 
learners to listen carefully for specific points only, listening in order to 
unaerstana tne speciTic intormation containea in a text. 

Getting the meaning of every word. 

Extensive listening 

A preliminary hearing of a recording, to identify the main points. 
'Extensive' listening: recent term for listening for pleasure. in 
language teaching, listening activities are sometimes classified as 
extensive and intensive. Extensive listening means listening in 
quantity and in order to gain a general understanding of what is said. It 
is intended to develop good listening habits, to build up knowledge of 
vocabulary and structure, and to encourage a linking for listening. 
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Subskill of Listening 

Definition 

Example/s 

Intensive Listening 

Listening to a recording to report details. Intensive 
listening is generally at a slower speed, and 
requires a higher degree of understanding than 
extensive listening. 


Listening for individual sounds 

Listening for individual sounds is a skill in which 
the goal is to identify the 'accent' is also used as a 
synonym for word stress, so that an accented 
syllable is a stressed syllable. 

Pausing vocabulary 

Listening for sentence stress 

Subskill used to identify varieties of phonetic and 
phonological properties of that variety or 'accent' 
also used as a synonym for sentence stress, so 
that an accented word in a sentence is a stressed 
word in the sentence. 


Listening for mood 

This subskill can be known as inferring attitude or 
feeling mood too. This consists to decide how a 
speaker feels about something from the way the 
s/he speaks, rather from what s/he openly say or 
the words s/he uses. 

Watch the video to see how the woman looks. How 
do you think she feels? 
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Subskill of Listening 

Definition 

Example/s 

Understanding body language 

Understanding body language implies to consider 
5 aspects as tools for teaching: These are 
paralanguage, Facial expression, eye contact, 
gestures, posture and overall movement in a 
teacher. 

Paralanguage 

Paralanguage is a term for the conglomerate of 
vocal variations that accompany oral verbal 
expression. Specifically, the elements of vocal 
pitch, speech rate, volume, and tonal quality are 
voice characteristics that are all capable of 
significant variation within any one individual. 

Facial Expression 

Facial expression is a tool for all speakers that 
exemplifies the communication law, "One cannot 
not communicate." Our faces always convey 
some message to our listeners. 

Eye Contact 

Eye contact is a sufficiently important feature of 
facial expression to merit individual attention. Via 
eye contact, we provide encouragement to our 
students, 

maintain their attention, show interest and 
concern, signal to the students, and portray our 
own confidence. Listeners tend to be quite 

Miming 
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sensitive to the initiation of eye contact. 
Gestures 

Gestures include a nearly limitless range of hand 
and arm movements. In earlier times, we would 
have found textbooks recommending that 
teachers, like all speakers, should specifically 
plan each and every gesture ahead of time. The 
gestures may be a descriptive one that clarifies 
the physical properties of the subject being 
discussed; it may be an emphatic one that 
indicates the most important aspect of the 
words spoken; or it may be signalic, indicating 
something the listeners are to do relative to the 
words spoken. 

Posture and Overall Movement 

Posture and overall movement are expressive 
tools used less frequently than gestures and facial 
expressions. However, to a certain extent, a 
teacher's enthusiasm should occasionally reveal 
itself in the form of posture changes and overall 
movement. 

Posture also should be considered when 
establishing particular teacher- student power 
relationships. Generally, a person who is standing 
while others are 

sitting is an individual with relatively more power. 
Therefore, if the teacher wants to assert power, it 
may be wise to stand; on the other hand, if the 
teacher 

wants to establish an equality of power, it may be 
wise to sit. One special moment in every class 
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period in which total movement can be especially 
influential is at the beginning. 

Behaviours to avoid: Don't use nonverbal 
behaviours whose meaning conflicts with your 
verbal choices. 

In the same vein, teachers should not begin to 
walk (other than to write on the board) while a 
student is talking, Don't upstage the students. 
Finally, a teacher should avoid any physical 
actions or behaviours that could be considered 
distracting. Pacing and coin-jingling are probably 
the two most common examples of this fault. 
Such behaviours serve none of the goals or 
purposes mentioned earlier and, by their repeated 
nature, only invite student mockery. Do no 
distracting. 
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Subskill of Listening 

Definition 

Example/s 

Deducing meaning from context 

Guessing the meaning of an unknown word by using the 
information in a situation and/or around the word to help. An 
important aspect to consider in listening is that acquiring the 
meaning of a word item through context clues — a strategy 
often taught by ABE teachers — is difficult for learners of 
English as a second language, because they often do not 
have the vocabulary in English that native speakers have 
(Eskey, 2005). For example, while fluent English speakers 
possess a written English vocabulary of 10,000-100,000 
words, second language learners generally know only 
2,000-7,000 English words when they begin their academic 
studies (Hadley, 1993). This gap can impede success in 
listening to lectures, reading academic material, or writing 
essays. Using context to understand new vocabulary 
requires an understanding of more than 98% of the words of 
a passage (Nation, 2005). Furthermore, even if the meaning 
of a word can be guessed from context, knowledge of the 
word may be superficial. Truly knowing a word includes 
knowing its pronunciation, spelling, morphological and 
syntactic properties (e.g., part of speech, prefixes, and 
suffixes), and multiple meanings; the contexts in which the 
word can be used; the frequency with which it is used; and 
its collocates, or how it combines with other words (e.g., the 
word squander is often paired with resources, time, or 
money; Folse, 2004). For these reasons, vocabulary 
teaching needs to be planned and deliberate with English 
language learners. 

To ask students to work out the meaning of a new 
word from the language around it. 
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Subskill of Listening 

Definition 

Example/s 

Predicting/prediction 

Encouraging students to predict or guess the 
content of a tape, conversation or other from its 
title or its content or general knowledge to 
anticipate the end of a sentence, or story, using 
language they already know. 

Pupils predict next part in a conversation of a 
recorder. TOEFL exams in its listening part 
are an example of this subskill. 

Global comprehension 

To identify what the speakers are talking about. 
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Subskill of Listening 

Definition 

Example/s 

Inferring attitude 

Making assumptions about the speaker's attitude 
in an audio: whether the speaker is 
happy/sad/angry/upset etc. 


Detail comprehension 

To extract the majority of information from a 
stream of discourse. 


Focusing on collocations 

To.... 

Try to listen out for new words in expressions, 
rather than individual words. 
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Section 2 Features (e.g. Layout, organization, 
accuracy, fluency, authenticity) 
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Module 1. Language and background to language learning and teaching. Parti - Describing Language and Language skills. Concepts 
and terminology for describing language skills and subskills. Features of listening. 


Features of Listening 

Definition 

Accuracy 

The use of correct forms of grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation. 


neidiing 10 cornpiex inougnis ana lueas rainer irian simple, uasic, concreie concepis. 

Authenticity 

11 I \* I iliviLy 

Rplptinn tnlanniianp and mptprial whirh wnnlH hp ii^pH hv fircit lanmianp ^ripakprc; 

Appropriacy 

The use of speaking activity in an appropriate level of formality or informality that suits a particular situation. 

Connected Speech 

Spoken language when analysed as a continuous sequence as opposed to the analysis of individual sounds or words in isolation. 

Cohesion 

The way text are joined together with logical grammar or lexis. 

Coherence 

When ideas in a text fit together clearly and smoothly, and so are logical and make sense to the listener or reader. 

Concrete 

Relating to real or specific ideas or concepts. 
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Features of Listening 

Definition 

Context 

A general term used in linguistics and phonetics to refer to specific parts of an utterance (or text) near or adjacent to a unit which is the 
focus of attention. The occurrence of a unit (e.g. a sound, word) is partly or wholly determined by its context, which is specified in terms 
of the unit's relations, i.e. the other features with which it combines as a sequence. The everyday sense of the term is related to this, as 
when one 'puts a word in context' (contextualizes), in order to clarify the meaning intended, as in dictionary entries. Providing a context 
in this way is referred to as contextualization. Words, it is suggested, have meaning only when seen in context. Variants of sound, 
grammar, etc., which are dependent on context for their occurrence are sometimes called contextual variants (or 'conditioned 
variants'); an example is the allophone (see alio-). An analysis in these terms is sometimes contact assimilation called a contextual 
analysis. Some scholars use the term co-text for context in sense (1), reserving the latter term for sense (3) below. 
(2) The specification of contexts is a particular characteristic of the formulation 

of rules in generative linguistics, where forms can be classified in terms of whether they occur only within a specific formal context 
(context-sensitive/ -restricted/-de pendent rules) or are independent of context (context-free rules). A context-free grammar is one 

in which all the rules apply regardless of context, i.e. they would be all of the type 'Rewrite Xas Y', no further conditions being specified. 
A context-sensitive grammar contains some rules of the type A => B /C-D, where the forward slash means 'in the context of, and the 
horizontal line indicates the place in the structure where A (a single non-terminal symbol) is rewritten as B (a non-empty string of 
symbols) - in this case, between C and D (any strings of symbols). In some generative models (see Aspects model), contextual 
features refer to one of the types of (binary) features which are contained in a lexical entry (the others being inherent and rule features); 
such features provide information as to where in a deep-structure representation a lexical item can occur. Three types of contextual 
features are recognized: category features, strict sub-categorization features and selectional features. (3) A term referring to the 
features of the non-linguistic world in relation to which linguistic units are systematically used. The term 'situation' is also used in this 
sense, as in the compound term situational context. In its broadest sense, situational context includes the total non-linguistic 
background to a text or utterance, including the immediate situation in which it is used, and the awareness by speaker and hearer of 
what has been said earlier and of any relevant external beliefs or presuppositions. Others restrict the term to what is immediately 
observable in the co-occurring situation. Further distinctions are usually made in semantics and stylistics, distinguishing, for example, 
referential and emotive meaning from contextual meaning, i.e. information signalled about the kind of use a linguistic unit has in its 
social context, e.g. whether it has a 'restricted' use (as in social pleasantries, or religious settings), or how it relates to such factors as 
age, sex or class of the speakers. (4) Other related senses may be found. For example, the general term context of utterance is 
sometimes used to refer to all the factors which systematically determine the form, meaning or appropriateness of utterances (i.e. 
including both sense (1) and sense (2) of this entry). Context is also used in hallidayan linguistics, but in a restricted sense, as the 
name of an inter-level of language organization which relates linguistic form to extralinguistic situation - it is thus equivalent to 
semantics. 
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Features of Listening 

Definition 

Fluency 

Is speaking naturally at normal speed withouth hesitation, repetition or self correction & with smooth of use of connected speech. The 
features of fluency: 

- Ppiiqpq maw hp Innn hi it not frpni ipnt 
rauoco 1 1 iciy uc iui ly uul i ivji iid^|Udii. 

- Pauses are usually filled. 

- Pauses occur at meaningful transition points. 

- There are long runs of syllables and words between pauses. 

Functions 

Functions are the reasons why people communicate and the purpose of what a person is saying. These are ways of describing how 
particular chunks of language are used. 

Layout 

The way in which a text is organized and presented on a page. 

Paragraph 

A section in a longer piece of writing such an essay 

Text structure 

The way a text is organised. 

Theme 

The main subject or topic. 

Topic sentence 

A sentence that gives the main point or subject of a paragraph. 
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